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A DILL FOR AN ACT

io prwldc for certain care ond bcncfXto to the pmplc of Ronzclcp and
tkizikAtolls cspo~cd tO the }iazcb:l,1954 H-bmb tcgt f/lllOUt; to 11~0-

VMC for care and bcncfitc to ccrtofnothcr people froa Ron@ap ond
Utirik,and iO~ other pU~03CfJ.
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iX IT ENACi’tTBY THE COXGR=S OF MICRONESIA: ...
. ...-

Scction1. Short title. Thin act io known ~d my bc cited no
.

tie Truct TerritoryFallout SurvlvoraAct.
.“

\
SCitiOZ 2. Statementof intcata Aa a result of the Kstch 1,

19S4 “Bravo”shot of the CastleTest Series conduccedby Joint Tosk

Force Seven at Bikini Atoll, 82 Rongelapcse,157 Utirikese,23

Japanesefishermen,and 28 Ancricanscrvicwcnwere exposed to radio-

active falloutwhich contaminatedtheir places of habitation. It is

thus the s.smseof the Congressof Micronesia that the exposedRongclapese

and Utirikeserepresentunique groups of people in the ‘Must Territory -

because of thetr experi~ce. It is the further sense of the,Congress

that because of the”6pecialand unique effects of radiiitionwhich, in

the case of the Rongelapese,have been manifcscediticases-ofthyroid
.,. ..

nodules, thyroidcancer, one possiblecase of leukemia,and other cffects—

that thesepeople should be accordedspecial care and trcnzmentby the
-

Trust TerritoryGovernment in order to prescrvQ ond protect their health.

Finally,it is also the sense of the Cos~rcso,that examinationof these

exposcdpcople rcquLrcc the cxmimtion of noncxpoacdpcmons; that the

health of these noncxposcdpersonsmunt bc maintainedat the oomc lCVC1

ad *2#,%t:eqoncd; and that thcuc non$xpoccdpcrnov.sno $rovidcd for In

thin act cbould al.co be cnti(&d,to the onmc care nnd benefits an CX-”

posed pcroono. \.

Scctlon3. Definitions. In thio act, unlcco the coatcxt othcrd=c

rcwircn, the folbwinc dcfinitionochall apply: ‘

(1) “l%~occdpcrcon”ncnng any ?~icroncuiancittzcnwho wcs

.

;;> On %ngcla? Atol.l,hio~inac Atoll, or Utiri.kAtoll cnt(arch,l,1.954,or

. . .
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who wan born within tcn months aftcr that date.

(2] “Dcsccndcntoof cx~oacdpcrcons’’ncanschildrcnwhouc

mother or fathckwan an exposedpcraon.

(3) “Coatrol’’mnno thoacpcruons now living In thcllar~hall

IslandsDiGtrictwhowcrc noc exposed to fallout from thcliarch1, 1954

tent,but who atycc ao hereinafterprovidedin this act, to bc cwmincd
..

and tcatcdin ~iko manner aa exposedpersons.

SCCCiOn4. )3cncffts.Tho care and bcncfitc providedby the Trust
.

1

Territoryfor the exposed, chi.ldrcnof exposed,and controlparaonG

shall be: ..

,.

(1) Transportationfrom the place of residenceto the hospi-

tal on tijuros or =CYC, when that facilityis completed,and return to .

place of residence. Transportationfor one immediatemember of the

familyof the peruon will also be providedat no expenee.

} (2), Per diem at.stendardTr.st Territory rates will be
:’

providedto the per~on requestingexamination+d also to the one ?e.rson
.-

al.lowedto accompanyhim; PROVIDED,ROWEVER, thzt if one of these pcrsoae

is less then 18 years of age, he 6hall receive no more than five dollars
.-

($5) perkicrn,tim PROVIDED, PURTUI!R,thrttif the expo~ed,
.

child of 13X-

posed,or controlpcraon Is hospitalized,he iB to reccivcno mere than
i,

Elve dollars ($5) pcr diem for the perio&of his hospitaliz~tioa. The

.1 .*
~fflce.q,fthe District Director of Health Servicesshall bc responsible

fEor ass sting such pezaons in securing their proper pcr dicm.

. (3) Rousing at no cost to thcrequcctor shall be providcdby

.
:heXarshdl IalandnDlatrlct Covcrnmcnt;’PROVIDZDoHOWIWER, that thi~

$:
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I Section ahnll not bc cormtrued to require ouch pcroono to live in

2 govornmcnthou~ing should they chooGc to make their own houoin~ “
..
I

3:’nrrfuucacnto.
. .

. . . .-
,.

b
.,

(4) Frca medical cartiincludingncdication,treatment,’nnd
i

“~ .
,

S-hotvitdi=ntion ol~all bo accorded co the P-- ~cntioncd in section

6

. .. .

3 of this act. ...-.
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%ction 5. , Record Of cwcmco. The DintrictDirector of Health
.,

Scrviccaand the DintrictDirectorpf I?inanccohall bc rc.sponaiblcfor

maintainingrecords of hll cxpcnscsincurredundzr the provisionsof thin

act and the DistrictDirector of Health Scrviccsohall provide a quarterly
.:

..

report to the Office of the High Commimi.oncr,the.Office of the LeZis-

Zativc Counsel of the Cengressof Micronesia,and CO the Director of the

Departmentof Health Scnices of the Trust Territory. The annual cx-

pen~cs as incurredby provisionsof this act shall be defrayed aa pro- .,

tided for In Section 10 of this act.

Section 6. Procedures. The personsmentioacd in Secti~n 3 of this

act shall initiate their request for transportationto a hospital faci-

. .

lity with the health aide or other representativeof theTt~t Territory
“

Departmentof Health Seanriccs.If a field trip vessclis a~ the islend, “~’
,..

the health a.idc,if he believes the requcGt is valid, shall“DO.tdtise,. \
- .

the doctor aboard or the mstcr of the chip in lieu of a doctor.

t
If the

.,.

health aide is not on the island, the person should ask the magistrate, .

councilrmbcr, school tcachcror .othcrrecognizedcomunity leader to

act

chc

in his behalf. This Section ohall not be conctrucdto allow persons
. ------

aforcoaidboncfitn if tha ailment or complaintcould have been treated

-

. . .;,
i
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at the person’splncc of residcncc,by the hcnlth pcroonncl

available. It should furthernot bo conctrucd to require the

fi~rout$n~of ships or plnncfifor minor.ailmcnta or complaint
.

which can be treated on the island;PROVIDZD,1:0’JSVER,that an

exposed,descendantof an exposed,or a controlpcraon who has a “
.’

aerioueand acute coaplatnt,illness,or accidentshall be

transportedin a I.ikamanner as any other emergencypatient.

Section 7. Hazdbook. The Dcpaxtmentof llealthServices,the

DistrictOffice of Health Sexviccsand the SpcCiol Joint Conznittcc
,...

ConcerningRongclap ond Utirik Atollc. in conjunctionwith the Brookhaven

NntionalLaboratory,shall cause to be creaccd and reproduceda

handbook CO be given to exposed,descendantsof exposed,and
.,

controlpersons. Sa~d”handbookshall contain,but not be limited

CO, tha following information: Exposed or noncxposed status,

date!of birth, SCX, name, and BrookhavcnNational Laboratory case
.:.--

number of the person.,.Space shall alsobe provided for a record

of medical exaq%nationsand findingsin the Marahallcsclanguage.

iSection8.; ~lirihility. The
.

persona de~cribcdin Section 3 of

eligiblefor the beneftts provided

first und oecon’dcla~;c~ of ,-
,.

this act arc automatically

under this act. Persons’in
.

the “control”class shall beco=a eligtble only upon sLgning a wittcn t
*

agreementin both Ifarshallescwd English which protidcs that said

pcrbonwill become elig%ble for the aforementionedbenefits only

if hc or she agrees to act no a control. k%. DistrictDis:ctor of.

IlcalthServices

.

ehall be rce.poasiblafor drafting @aid agrccncnt

. . ,.
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1 in conjunctionwith the Director of the Dcpartncntof Health

2 SOWiCCS and IlrookhavcnNationalLaboratory.
.

3: Section9. Enforccmcnt. Tho Director of the Marshall Xoland.e
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DistrictllcalthSorviccs shall be nominallyrczponsiblcfor carrying

out and caforcingthe provisionsof this act, but may, it his

discrctioa,ccnfcr with other districtofficials,tho Department

of Ucalth SarvicoB and tha SpcCialJoint Conmittccor the prcoiding

officcroof tha Congress of }ficron~ia. The DistrictDircccor

shall insure that those eligiblereceive the full benefits available,

and that those persona visiting the district center hospital, or

other medical facility,shall be returned to their island as Goon

as is appropriateto their conditionmd,,yithinthe constraintsof

normal shfp schedules. The District Dtrector shall also include in

his quarterlyreport any and all flagrant or continuousabuses or vio-

lation of the intent OS this act. Continued abuse of the privileges

end bencfita of this temporaryor permanentact will result in suspension

,,of the offenderfrom eligibility. Suspensionof eligibility.willbe

determinedby’presentationof the ~ppropriatcdocumentationby the

DistrictDirector to the Marshall Islands delegationof the Congress of
- ,.

14icronesia.Appealby any decision thus reached can only be obtained
,’

throughpetition to the Director of the Dcpartnent of Hcalt~ Services

and the SpecialJoint ComnittccConcerningRongclnp and Utirik Atollo,

or by dcsignccsappointedby the presidingofficers.

Section10. ~xpcnfir~. The Offlco of the l~i~h Conrnic~ioncris

dirccccd to ocak an axucuciva ngrccumnt with tho Atomic Eneruy
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,1 &xnaioEionwhereby the cxpcnncoincurredunder the provisionsof thio

act will ba defrayedeither directlyor on a rcix.buroablcbaciisby

the Atomic Energy Commissionand reporthia findingsno later than “

tl&y daya after the cffectivcdate of thi~ act.”

SCCtiOn11. Effcctivcdntc. This act shill take effCCt .

upon the approvalof the High bnmiscioncr, or upon its becoming ,

I.awwithout.sukhapproval.
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